1. In general, ECB does not cause economic damage to potatoes. Extensive research in North Carolina showed that over 50% of potato stems may be tunneled by ECB without significant loss of tuber yield (5, 6, 7) . Further, depending on timing of infestation and variety, nearly 100% of stems can be infested without economic yield loss, particularly in the absence of disease pathogens. Similar results were found in New Jersey using plants artificially infested with ECB egg masses (1) . Additional unpublished research from Michigan, Maine, Maryland, and Virginia also found it difficult to detect any yield loss in potatoes from ECB tunneling. Thus, it is probably safe to state that natural ECB infestations rarely cause economic damage to potatoes, particularly in the absence of disease pathogens. 2. Population levels of ECB appear to have declined in recent years in many regions along the eastern and central United States. The reason for this apparent decline is not definitively known, but most likely involves the increased use of transgenic Bt corn, which provides virtually 100% control of ECB. Since ECB utilizes corn as its major host plant for food and reproduction (4), ECB population dynamics will undoubtedly be negatively impacted in areas where Bt corn dominates the agricultural landscape. This phenomenon can be demonstrated in Painter, VA, where ECB pest management research has been conducted for several decades, and where Bt corn use on the surrounding farmland of the Delmarva Peninsula has increased steadily over the last 10 years. Historical counts of ECB moths caught in a black light trap located in Painter have shown a distinct drop over the past decade (Fig. 2) . Similarly, there has been a decline in ECB damage in the untreated control plots from potato and bell pepper insecticide experiments over that same time period (Fig. 3) . Evidence of ECB decline has been reported in the Midwestern United States as well (8) . Annual fall surveys of overwintering ECB larvae have shown evidence of landscape-scale suppression by Bt corn (2). Plant Health Progress 
Many non-target insecticide applications will control ECB.
According to a recent survey in Virginia, many potato growers have begun applying the insecticide fipronil (Regent) at-planting for control of wireworms in the soil. Though applied in-furrow, fipronil moves systemically in the potato plant and is quite efficacious against ECB larvae. Insecticide trials conducted over the past decade in Painter, VA, have shown very few, if any, ECB tunnels in potatoes that were treated at-planting with fipronil (Fig. 4) . In addition, several other foliar insecticides such as spinosad, spinetoram, novaluron, and chlorantraniliprole that primarily target Colorado potato beetle, Leptinotarsa decemlineata, are also efficacious against ECB. When potato growers rotate to these newer chemistries, particularly for insecticide resistance management of Colorado potato beetle, they will also likely provide control of ECB as the spray timings in May are similar for these pests. In summary, although the European corn borer has been considered an important agricultural pest in the past, its rank as a primary foliar pest in potatoes has increasingly declined. Recent studies and observations have pointed to a sharp decline in population density, an overall high economic injury level for potatoes, and sufficient control from insecticides applied for other pests. The European corn borer's customary control in potatoes may therefore no longer be needed in the Mid-Atlantic United States, and perhaps other regions as well.
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